by the Departmental Committee. They express regret that the committee have not helped them in their suggestions with regard to unproductive labour by any practical suggestions. As to the work on cranks and treadwheels, they point out that in some cases water is pumped and corn is ground by these means.
Oat of the total number of prisons there are thirty-six where the labour is purely mechanical and unproductive, and that it is undesirable both from the point of view of the waste of labour involved and possibly of the moral effect on the mind of a prisoner condemned to a useless task. Thirty-six certainly does seem a very large number of such prisons. They, however, consider that it is of the highest importance that penal labour of a deterrent character should accompany the earlier stages of imprisonment. They propose to retain the cranks and treadwheels which pump and grind, and to utilise the others or abolish them altogether, and substitute some other form of hard labour, such as the heavy loom or stone-breaking, &c., and to limit somewhat the period of such labour. They think the " vagabond" class should be subjected to it, as they often openly prefer the prison to the workhouse. On the subject of productive labour 
